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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the embodiment having the plurality 
of projecting sidewall ribs as wel! as the continuously curved base (claim 8) must be shown or 
the feature canceled from the claims. No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the app.ication. Any amended rep.acement drawing 
sheef should include all of the figures appearing on the immed.ate prior vers.on of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is bemg amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawmg 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for cons.stency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figure, The replacement shee«( s ) should be labeled "Replacement 
Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the 
drawing fi gure , If the changes « no( ^ by fc ^ ^.^ ^ ^ ^ 

and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office acfion. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

such that the subject ^Vrtt^^^^ 

hav ng ordinary skill in the art to whirl, . w . 0DV,0US al the unK the invention was made to a person 
mann* in which the inventi™ waTrrlde ™"" '"""^ * hM ™ <" by the 

Claims 6, 12, 13, 15-20 and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tracy et al. (U.S. Patent 3,238,682). 

Tracy et al. discloses a stabilizing body having a multi-cell configuration (Figure 2, for 
example) with surrounding sidewalls (13, 14, 15). Each sidewal. has a rib formation (17, 18, 19) 
projecting therefrom substantially paral.el to the general plane of the body. Each stde wall has ' 
only a single rib formation, no, a plurality. Tracy et al. specifically teaches that the rib formation 
serves to anchor the fill materia, to the stabi.izing body. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have used a plurality of rib 
formafions with Tracy et al. in order to obtain a more secure connection between the fi„ materia, 
and stabilizing body, as desired for a particu.ar appl.cation. Note that this is simply a duplication 
of known parts, which cannot patentably distinguish the apparatus in this instance. 

Regarding specific sizing dimensions, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to have used these dimensions in order to suit a 
particular application. 

Claims 8-1 1 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Tracy 
et al. as applied above, and further in view of Montgomer y ( U.S. Pate nt 23,rm) 
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Tracy et al. teaches a base wall (21), but does not teach the continuously curved 
formation or the tapering cells. Montgomery teaches these configurations (Figure 1, for 
example) to be beneficial in maintaining stability of the moldable material therein. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have used 
the continuously curved base or tapenng cells of Montgomery with the stabilizing body of Tracy 
et al, in order to obtain a structure which remains stable under loading. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed October 12, 2004 have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new grounds of rejection. 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened.statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory penod, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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-howeverrwnnhe statute, period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 



final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or ear.ier communicates from the 
examiner should be directed to Gary Hartmann whose telephone number is 703-305-4549. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
superior, Thomas Wi„ can be reached on 703-308-3870. The fax phone number for the 
organizat.on where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information RetrievaHPAIRUv^m ^ ■ c 

{irAlK) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public P A FR *t*f ■ r 

or mode "AIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more infonnation about the PAIR 
system, see 1^^^^,^. ShouId you _ ^ ^ _ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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